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Relevance of Christian Hope

in the New Year

The year 2020 created panic
in the minds of the people all over the
world. We have been experiencing a
severe pandemic that has adversely
affected mankind in various ways
resulting in loss of lives, jobs, economic
imbalance, frustrations and fear of the
future. There is still a lot of uncertainty
about a proper remedial vaccine for
controlling and neutralizing the effect of
the pandemic virus.

As we are entering a new year,
what keeps us hopeful about our better
future is the Christian Hope we have
received from God.

What is Christian Hope? The
Christian hope is the confident affirmation
that God is faithful, that He will complete
what He has begun. It is the confident
expectation which waits patiently and
ardently for God’s purposes to be fulfilled.
It is also the hope for a certainty that our
God will take care of our lives and nothing
is happening in this world without his
knowledge and also He has a definite
purpose everything that happens in our
lives. The biblical definition of Hope is
“Confident Expectations’. Hope is a firm
assurance regarding things that are
unclear and unknown. Hope resembles
faith with regard to expectations.

One of the best instances in
the Bible of Christian Hope is the
experiences of three young men
described in the book of Daniel. There
we find three good-looking and intelligent
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young men who were selected to carry
out the jobs in the King’s Palace. These
three smart young men were appointed
as administrators over the province of
Babylon by the King Nebuchadnezzar.
They were carrying out their duties in a
very efficient manner by which the others
became jealous of these three young
men. At this time due to a conspiracy
made by certain people in the palace, the
King made a huge image of Gold and
gave the order that everyone has to fall
down and worship the image of gold
when the musical instruments sounded.
Whoever did not fall down and worship
the image of gold would be thrown into
blazing fire. Very soon it was brought to
the notice of the king that these three
young men did not obey the King'’s order
and hence the King was furious with the
three young men and he commanded to
put them in the blazing furnace. But these
three young men exhibited immense
hope and courage that God would be with
them even in the blazing furnace.

There is a very famous hymn
in our song book regarding the Christian
Hope. The song was composed by
Edward Mote, who rose from an unruly
childhood to become a great writer and
minister. He composed only one song
namely, ‘My Hope is built on Nothing
Less” which has been a favorite of the
people around the world. In his early adult
years, Mote attended Tottenham Fourth
road Chapel where he heard sermons by
the noted John Hyatt..He soon learned
from Hyatt's sermons that Jesus Christ

Babu Abraham,
Lay Secretary
9895744884

could take away all the fears of life and
gives him the peace of heart and mind
that he had long desired. He became a
carpenter apprentice and through hard
labor and conscientious efforts came to
own his own furniture shop. One day
while walking to his work, he began
thinking that he should write a hymn.
Before the day ended he had written four
stanzas. The following Sunday, he
visited the home of a friend, a minister
whose wife was at the point of death.
During the afternoon, they read from the
scriptures and prayed with her. As the
preacher look for a hymnal to sing from,
Mote pulled out his verses from his
pocket and asked if they might be sung
to her. While they sang the song the sick
lady seem to enjoy them very much and
she found comfort in his verses.

The first stanza of the Hymn
is as follows

‘My hope is built on nothing
Than ‘blood and
righteousness;

less, Jesus

| dare not trust my sweetest
frame, But Holy lean on Jesus’ name.

On Christ, the solid rock, | stand;

All other ground is sinking sand; all other
ground is sinking sand.

What a meaningful song? In
the midst of all trials and tribulations in
life , we can anchor hope on the solid
rock of Christ.
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Why is Christmas Day
on the 25th December?

COMPILED FROM THE ANCIENT STORY
ON CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION GIEN IN
WIKIPEDIA.

Christmas is celebrated to
remember the birth of Jesus Christ, who
Christians believe is the Son of God.

The name ‘Christmas’ comes
from the Mass of Christ (or Jesus). A
Mass service (which is sometimes called
Communion or Eucharist) is where
Christians remember that Jesus died for
us and then came back to life. The
‘Christ-Mass’ service was the only one
that was allowed to take place after
sunset (and before sunrise the next day),
so people had it at Midnight! So we get
the name Christ-Mass, shortened to
Christmas.

Christmas is now celebrated
by people around the world, whether
they are Christians or not. It's a time
when family and friends come together
and remember the good things they
have. People, and especially children,
also like Christmas as it's a time when
you give and receive presents.

The Date of Christmas

No one knows the real
birthday of Jesus! No date is given in
the Bible, so why do we celebrate it on
the 25th December? The early
Christians certainly had many
arguments as to when it should be
celebrated! Also, the birth of Jesus
probably didn’t happen in the year 1 but
slightly earlier, somewhere between 2
BCE/BC and 7 BCE/BC, possibly in 4
BCE/BC (there isn’t a O - the years go
from 1 BC/BCE to 1!).

The first recorded date of
Christmas being celebrated on
December 25th was in 336, during the
time of the Roman Emperor Constantine
(he was the first Christian Roman

M.P.Abraham
CSI Ascension Church, Kakkanad

Emperor). But it was not an official
Roman state festival at this time.

However, there are many
different traditions and theories as to
why Christmas is celebrated on
December 25th.Mary was told that she
would have a very special baby, Jesus
(called the Annunciation) was on March
25th - and it's still celebrated today on
the 25th March. Nine months after the
25th March is the 25th December!
March 25th was also the day some early
Christians thought the world had been
made, and also the day that Jesus died
on when he was an adult. The date of
March 25th was chosen because people
had calculated that was the day on
which Jesus died as an adult (the 14th
of Nisan in the Jewish calendar) and
they thought that Jesus was born and
had died on the same day of the year.

Some people also think that
December 25th might have also been
chosen because the Winter Solstice and
the ancient pagan Roman midwinter
festivals called ‘Saturnalia’ and ‘Dies
Natalis Solis Invicti’ took place in
December around this date - so it was
a time when people already celebrated
things.

Embed from Getty Images

The Winter Solstice is the day
where there is the shortest time between
the sun rising and the sun setting. It
happens on December 21st or 22nd. To
pagans this meant that the winter was
over and spring was coming and they
had a festival to celebrate it and
worshipped the sun for winning over the
darkness of winter. In Scandinavia, and
some other parts of northern Europe,
the Winter Solstice is known as Yule and
is where we get Yule Logs from. In
Eastern Europe the mid-winter festival
is called Koleda.
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The Roman Festival of
Saturnalia took place between
December 17th and 23rd and honoured
the Roman God Saturn. Dies Natalis
Solis Invicti means ‘birthday of the
unconquered sun’ and was held on
December 25th (when the Romans
thought the Winter Solstice took place)
and was the ‘birthday’ of the Pagan Sun
God Mithra. In the pagan religion of
Mithraism, the holy day was Sunday
and is where get that word from!

The Roman emperor Aurelian
created ‘Sol Invictus’ in 274. But there
are records of early Christians
connecting 14th Nisan to 25th March
and so the 25th December go back to
around 200!

The Jewish festival of
Lights, Hanukka starts on the 25th of
Kislev (the month in the Jewish
calendar that occurs at about the same
time as December). Hanukkah
celebrates when the Jewish people
were able to re-dedicate and worship
in their Temple, in Jerusalem, again
following many years of not being
allowed to practice their religion.

Jesus was a Jew, so this
could be another reason that helped the
early Church choose December the
25th for the date of Christmas!

Christmas had also been
celebrated by the early Church on
January 6th, when they also celebrated
th epiphany (which means the
revelation that Jesus was God’s son)
and the Baptism of Jesus. Now
Epiphany mainly celebrates the visit of
Wise Men to the baby Jesus , but back
then it celebrated both things! Jesus’s
Baptism was originally seen as more
important than his birth, as this was
when he started his ministry. But soon
people wanted a separate day to
celebrate his birth.



Most of the world uses the
‘Gregorian Calendar’ implemented by
Pope Gregory XIIl in 1582. Before that
the ‘Roman’ or Julian Calendar was used
(named after Julius Caesar). The
Gregorian calendar is more accurate that
the Roman calendar which had too many
days in a year! When the switch was
made 10 days were lost, so that the day
that followed the 4th October 1582 was
15th October 1582. In the UK the change
of calendars was made in 1752. The day
after 2nd September 1752 was 14th
September 1752.

Many Orthodox and Coptic
Churches still use the Julian Calendar
and so celebrate Christmas on the 7th
January (which is when December 25th
would have been on the Julian calendar).
And the Armenian Apostolic Church
celebrates it on the 6th January! In some
part of the UK, January 6th is still called
‘Old Christmas’ as this would have been
the day that Christmas would have
celebrated on, if the calendar hadn’t
been changed. Some people didn't want
to use the new calendar as they thought
it ‘cheated’ them out of 11 days!

Embed from Getty Images

Christians believe that Jesus
is the light of the world, so the early
Christians thought that this was the right
time to celebrate the birth of Jesus. They
also took over some of the customs from
the Winter Solstice and gave them
Christian meanings, like Holly ,
Mistletoe and even Christmas Carols !

St Augustine of Canterbury was the
person who probably started the
widespread celebration of Christmas in
large parts of England by introducing
Christianity to the regions run by the
Anglo-Saxons in the 6th century (other
Celtic parts of Britain were already
Christian but there aren’t many
documents about if or how they
celebrated the birth of Jesus). St
Augustine of Canterbury was sent by
Pope Gregory the Great in Rome and
that church used the Roman Calendar,
so western countries celebrate
Christmas on the 25th December. Then
people from Britain and Western Europe
took Christmas on the 25th December
as the Birth day of Christ.
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So when was Jesus Born?

There's a strong and
practical reason why Jesus might not
have been born in the winter, but in the
spring or the autumn! It can get very
cold in the winter and it's unlikely that
the shepherds would have been
keeping sheep out on the hills (as
those hills can get quite a lot of snow
sometimes!).

During the spring (in March
or April) there’s a Jewish festival called
‘Passover’. This festival remembers
when the Jews had escaped from
slavery in Egypt about 1500 years
before Jesus was born. Lots of lambs
would have been needed during the
Passover Festival, to be sacrificed in
the Temple in Jerusalem. Jews from all
over the Roman Empire traveled to
Jerusalem for the Passover Festival, so
it would have been a good time for the
Romans to take a census.Mary and
Joseph went to Bethlehem for the
census (Bethlehem is about six miles
from Jerusalem).

In the autumn (in September
or October) there’s the Jewish festival
of ‘Sukkot’ or ‘The Feast of
Tabernacles’. It's the festival that's
mentioned the most times in the Bible!
Itis when Jewish people remember that
they depended on God for all they had
after they had escaped from Egypt and
spent 40 years in the desert. It also
celebrates the end of the harvest.
During the festival, Jews live outside in
temporary shelters (the word
‘tabernacle’ come from a latin word
meaning ‘booth’ or ‘hut’).

Embed from Getty Images

Many people who have
studied the Bible, think that Sukkot
would be a likely time for the birth of
Jesus as it might fit with the description
of there being ‘no room in the inn’. It
also would have been a good time to
take the Roman Census as many Jews
went to Jerusalem for the festival and
they would have brought their own
tents/shelters with them! (It wouldn’t
have been practical for Joseph and
Mary to carry their own shelter as Mary
was pregnant.)
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The possibilities for the Star
of Bethlehem seems to point either
spring or autumn.

The possible dating of Jesus
birth can also be taken from when
Zechariah was on duty in the Jewish
Temple as a priest and had an amazing
experience.. There is an excellent
article on the dating of Christmas based
on the days of Zechariah's exeriece ,
on the blog of theologian lan Paul, With
those dates, you get Jesus being born
in September - which also fits with
Sukkot!

The year that Jesus was born
isn't known. The calendar system we
have now was created in the 6th
Century by a monk called Dionysius
Exiguus. He was actually trying to
create a better system for working out
when Easter should be celebrated,
based on a new calendar with the birth
of Jesus being in the year 1. However,
he made a mistake in his maths and
so got the possible year of Jesus’s birth
wrong!

Most scholars now think that
Jesus was born between 2 BCE/BC
and 7 BCE/BC, possibly in 4 BCE/BC.
Before Dionysius’s new calendars,
years were normally dated from the
reigns of Roman Emperors. The new
calendar became more widely used
from the 8th Century when the
‘Venerable Bede of Northumbria’ used
it in his ‘new’ history book! There is no
year ‘0’. Bede started dating things
before the year 1 and used 1 BCE/BC
as the first year before 1. At that time
in Europe, the number 0 didn’t exist in
maths - it only arrived in Europe in the
11th to 13th centuries!

So whenever you celebrate
Christmas, remember that you're
celebrating a real event that happened
about 2000 years ago, that God sent
his Son into the world as a Christmas
present for everyone!

As well as Christmas and the
solstice, there are some other festivals
that are held in late December.
Hanukkah is celebrated by Jews; and
the festival of Kwanzaa is celebrated
by some Africans and African
Americans takes place
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Hope can be a powerful

force, especially in difficult times.
Today, the world is facing the
coronavirus crisis, a pandemic that
has changed life for millions of
people. In times like these, hope can
be a powerful source of
reassurance. Many who are locked
at home, others who are working to
help and prevent the virus, also
need the reassurance and the hope
that “WE SHALL OVERCOME
THIS”

Worry and anxiety are very
natural human emotions to
experience when we are faced with
uncertainty, health issues, financial
concerns, etc. Our mission has
always been to provide HOPE
during life’s challenges and this time
is no different. As Christians, our
source of hope and peace never
waivers despite life’s circumstances.
We have the great assurance of
believing and trusting in the
wonderful promises of God, found
in the Bible.

Only one word can
adequately describe the feeling of
despair we feel when life spirals out
of control—fear. Even those of us
who find our hope in Jesus can face
overwhelming anxiety, especially
when it comes to those things that
are out of your control. The good
news is that God offers hope for us
when we are afraid. In Scripture
Jesus uses the imperative to tell us

HOPE-T

“Do not be afraid,” but it's not always
easy to take him at his word. If we
turn to God’s promises throughout
the Bible, it becomes easier to face
the future and know God is in control,
he cares for his people, and he will
not forsake us.

With God there is
hope even in the most hopeless
situation. Spring is the time of year
when God reminds us that things are
not always as they seem. Over the
course of a few short weeks, what
disappears hoplelessly dead comes
to life. Bleak woodlands are
transformed into colorful landscapes.
Trees whose naked arms reached to
heaven all winter as if pleading to be
clothed, suddenly are adorned with
lacy green gowns.

In scripture we read about
some apparently hopeless situations.
One example is that of a wealthy man
named Job whom God described as
having integrity. Disaster struck and
Job lost everything. In misery he said
“My days are swifter than a weaver’s
shuttle, and they come to an end
without hope (Job 7:6). God was so
confident of Job’s integrity that he
trusted him in his battle with satan.
Let us hold fast the confession of our
hope without wavering for he who
promised is faithful. Having Biblical
hope is not foolish, because it has a
strong foundation. In Psalms 71:5 “
For you have been my hope, O
Sovereign Lord, my confidence
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since my youth.” Hope comes not
from strength, intelligence or
favorable circumstances but from
the maker of heaven and earth.
When the world says. Give up.
Hope whispers “Try it one
more time”

Prayer is the soil in which
hope grows the best. Hope is a
desire for something good in
future.Christ in us gives the hope
of glory. God entered our world,
experienced our sorrow and
conquered death giving us hope
that he will keep his promise to end
pain and eliminate sorrow. When
we place our hope in God, we are
empowered to withstand any trial
that come our way.

When grounded in God,
hope provides the motivation to live
the Christian life even in the face
of trouble.

If this pandemic continues
to spread and become more
deadly, it will be easy to lose hope
and allow fear to control our lives
in the coming weeks and months.
Whether this gets better or worse,
I encourage you to dig deeper and
learn more about how we believers
can overcome anxiety in an
uncertain world.

Never lose hope, storms
make people stronger and
never last forever
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Wish you all a very Happy New Year
filled with Christian Hope
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Ministry Summary of Rt. Rev. Dr. P.G. Kuruvilla

Born : 1932 December 26
L.Th at Kannammoola : 1956-1959

Deacon Ordination 1 21-06-1959
Presbyter Ordination : 12-06-1960
Munnar-Chalakkudy St. Johns Kannur  : 1959-1966

KUTS Trivandrm : 1967

uTC : 1968-1970
Hamburg Germany D.Th : 1970-1975

KUTS As Faculty : 1975-1990

As Bishop in North Kerala : 1990-1997

Demise : 2020 December 13
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Unit I: Literature Events

Cochin Diocesan Youth Virtual Kalamela 2020-2021

The Cochin Diocesan Youth Virtual Kalamela 2020-2021 will be held on 25th and 26th, January
through Zoom-Webinar. The area level youth Kalamela should be conducted before 15th January and
the result should reach the diocesan office by 20th January, 2021. Kindly note that the participants of the
Kalamela are registered youth members of the diocese in the year 2020.

The following items/events will be conducted in the Diocesan Kalamela for the year 2020-21.

,\?(l)" Iltems Language No.of Paricipants | Duration Condiotions
1 |Elocution Malayalam Individual Maximum Topic will be given at the scheduled event time,
English &Tamil 5 Minutes Participants can take 15 mins (from the
scheduled time) for their video submissions
via WhatasApp
2 | Essay writing Malayalam Individual 30 Minutes | The writing events Should be conducted in
English & Tamil the church premises under the supervision
of Area office bearers.
- o ) Topics will be given at the scheduled event
8 [Poem Writing :\E/lr?gll?é?]lam Individual 30 Minutes time. Participants can take 40 mins (from the
scheduled time) for their submissions via
4 | Story Writing Malayalam Individual 10 Minutes | wWhatasApp
English & Tamil
Unit Il : Musical Events
5 [Church Hymn Hymn No.348 [Solo 1 Stanza 20BN @RYLIAIlEN)H:. AIHN)HB)OS
Male & Female) | ag®am Ma0)S®, ©2]006Mo, MOS0, HAOODAOD]
O0Hlaoad eN8s Galda), BGoUl HMIGGaUM (ald00
2an®o ailg) 28BS S16M DOMOO BHODYEBBUB
aileivfloyom)o.
6 |[Octet Hymn No.456 |[Group consisting | 1 Stanza 20BN N200] ERELIAlEN)H:. AOBN)HHB)OS
VWD) G2l@sm)o[of 8 members M5a0)S®, 2]006Mo, ®OB0, HAODAOD]
aldailow (2 for each voice eS8 ¢alda), BoUll OEMIGSAHUM (ald:00
SATB) 2)8S S16M DOMOO BHODYEBBUD
aileivfloyom)o.
7 |Quartet Hymn No0.269 |Group consiting 1 Stanza 20BN N200] ERELIAllEN)H:. AOEN)H:B)OS
@RWWAId0] |of 4 members MSan}S®, ©2J006Mo, ®IV0, HAOCHON
(o (1 for each voice EN88 ¢alda), BoUll OEMIGSAHUM (ald:00
Staff Notation |SATB) 0)88 SL6M DOMOO HI0YEBBUY
attached aileiviloyom)o.
8 |Group Song Any Christian [Group consisting | Maximum 5 | 03020 @RLIAllEe)d:. QAIOHN)BHSIOS
Devotional of 5 to 7 members | Minutes qﬁnﬂgs@, 92]006Mo, MIBo, HRAITHT]
Song e)8s Galda), BoUl HMIGGaUM (aldH00

0)88 SL6M DOMOO HI0YEBBUB
aileivloyom)o.

Accompaniment and singing with parts are
not allowed Seconds can be used.
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Unit lll : Theatre Events

9

Mime No Theme Group containing | Maximum Performance should convery Christian values
5 to 7 participants | 10 Minutes @RYMYBHILNE ATV QflaH®
6BBUBHN)0 MMMV G@RYUdWEBBUBHN)0
@)BwWemMm

10

Mono-Act No Theme Solo 5 Minutes Stories/incidents in agreement with
Christian atmosphere

@RYMYBHILNE ATV QflaH®
6BBUBHN)0 MOMMAIW G@RYUdWEBBUBHN)0
@)BwWemMm

11

Mimicry No Theme Solo 5 Minutes Use of bad language (Cinema dialogues
or otherwise) will result in disqualification

@RYMYBHILNE ATV QflaH®
6BBUBHN)0 MMMV G@RYUdWEBBUBHN)0
@)BwWemMm

12

Fancy Dress No Theme Solo 5 Minutes @60 0D EHO)®), aluRidOmEl allaioemo
@RQI0. alURIOTME! Mo Tmal)o,
MVoRIaHEMANe @RM)AIBMIVaLL.

General Inst ructions

Record the individual or group events in mobile and send it without any sort of editing, additional mic or
camera, which will lead to disqualification.

Details of winners (First and Second) on individual and group events at Area level should be sent to the Youth
Fellowship Diocese office on or before 20th January, 2021. The list should be accompanied by the registration
form duly signed by Youth Area President and Youth Area Secretary. The list and registration form can also be
sent via email or WhatsApp. The participants should be registered youth members of CSI Cochin Diocese in
the year 2020.

Age limit for participants is as follows: The participants must be born between 01.01.1985 to 31.12.2005 (both
dates inclusive), i.e. up to 35 years and not below 15 years of age.

Unit I; (Literature Events) will be conducted on 25th January, 2021 at 5:00 pm.

a) Writing events: Writing events (both Area level and Diocesan level) should be conducted in the
church premises under the supervision of Area office bearers. Topics will be given at the scheduled
event time. Participants can take 40 mins (from the scheduled time) for their submissions via WhatsApp.

b) Elocution: Topics will be given at the scheduled event time. Participants can take 15 mins (from the
scheduled time) for their video submissions via WhatsApp.

Unit Il: (Musical Events) The musical entries from Area levels will be telecasted on 26th January, 2021 from
9.30 pm. onwards through Zoom.

Unit lll: (Theatre Events) The entries from Area levels will be telecasted on 26th January, 2021 from 5:00 pm.
onwards through Zoom.

The total individual/solo appearances of a candidate should not exceed 3 events. If any contestant is found
violating this rule, he/she will be disqualified from all events.

Kindly send all the event videos, registration forms, writing submissions, etc. to the WhatsApp No. 9952700295
(Mr. Renju Varghese Mathew, Diocesan Youth Worker).
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