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In Loving Memory of

| P.C. John IAS (Rtd.) |

03-10-1946 31-08-2021
Puthenveettil,

Kallekulangara, Palakkad
(CSl St. Andrew’s Church, Olavakkode)
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11" Death Anniversary

KL MARY BLOSSOM

(Kochumol)

Wi/o. E.L. Sunny (Late)
Ezhuthupurakkal House
Snehalayam Road, Kunnamkulam

Born : 31-07-1950 Died : 29-10-2010

Silja Grace (Daughter) Ajith Luke (Son)

Sabu (Son in law) Shamitha (Daughter in law)
Grand Children
Santriya Sara Amanta Mary

Sharin Maria Alanta Mary
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5 - Olavakkode : Palakkad District Council
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18 - Diocesan Executive Committee
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Pluralism and Our Focus

In Christian connotation,
Pluralism is the state of every
individual living in a diverse society,
having various religions and they
have their own rights, freedom and
safety in order to worship according
to their conscience.

In Christian thinking, the
theologies related to Pluralism
respect other religions as they are.
| tis different from exclusivity where
there is only one true faith and one
way to salvation.

Christian Pluralism is both
an opportunity and a problem. It can
be an opportunity because when
multiple religious beliefs co exists,
it allows a greater learning of
exchanging ideas and world views.
It also enables people to have the
freedom to choose their personal
faith because they are exposed to a
variety of possibilities.

The problem could be
confusion, or being misguided by
popular faith groups which will
create a wavering mind set among
common people. This situation may
lead to disorder.

Our Indian Society is
Pluralistic in nature. India is also a
religious Pluralism.

Buddhism, Islam,

land of
Hinduism,

alsleel dli@o mRIZM0

Sikhism, Christianity and several
other religions have been co existing
and growing in Indian Society side
by side since ancient times. The
Hindus constitute the largest
segment of
Christians are minority.

population and

Religious diversity is a
feature of Indian Social Structure. It
plays an important role in Politics.
Secularism incorporates in the
country “ Equalility of all religions and
absence of a State Religion."This
is the reality in Politics. No Indian
Religion advocates violence and
The spirit of
Secularism is a major stake in Indian
Politics. The Pluralistic Society in
India offers freedom to all its

exclusiveness.

citizens.

The Pluralistic Society is a
diverse one. The people in it believe
all kinds of different things and
tolerate each other’s beliefs even
when they do not match their own.

As Christians in a Pluralistic Society,
we should exhibit Christian Love to
our fellow beings. We should always
respect the point of view of others
and we should not look down upon
them in front of others. We need to
have a clean behavior wherein our
prayer life and personal interactions
must create an impression among
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our fellow neighbors and others. We
need to be role models In having
Humility and showing respect to our
parents and elders. Caring and
Sharing need to be our motto in a
Pluralistic Society.

God has given every
Human being a wonderful gift, Time.
We should utilize our time in a
meaningful manner and should not
waste it in unnecessary worldly
affairs. If time is lost, we will not be
able to retrieve the same. We need
to look around and utilize the
available opportunities in time,
otherwise we will lose them.

Prayer both family and self
is another attribute to be practiced
in a Pluralistic Society. We must
understand the Philosophy that: A
family that prays together stays
together “While we are born and
brought up in Christian Families, our
parents were very clear in passing
on to us the need for upholding the
Kingdom of God. This we need to
educate and sustain in our children
so that this legacy will be continued
by the coming generations without
any break.

Let us all be Channels of
Blessing in the current Pluralistic
country , especially in times of
testing trials and tribulations.
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A CELESTIAL HOLY COMMUNION

It is 52 years since man
landed on the moon. | distinctly
remember the day. It was July
20,1969. | was studying for Pre-
degree in the Cochin College, and
was a student in the second year of
the first science batch of the college.
We were in our Chemistry class
when our Chemistry Professor
Tomy sir announced with great pride
the scientific achievement of Man
— Apollo 11 carrying Astronauts
Neil Armstrong, Edwin Eugene
Aldrin Jr and Michael Collins had
successfully landed on the moon.
The whole class applauded and
welcomed the announcement, while
an estimated 600 million people
viewed it live worldwide. Neil
Armstrong, along with Edwin
Eugene Aldrin ( who was popularly
known as Buzz Aldrin) set their foot
on the moon. In the words of Neil
Armstrong, “ That's one small step
for man, one giant leap for
mankind”.

The untold story: While the world
watched the event with awe as
history was being created before
their own eyes, there was another
important historic event that was
unfolding there on the moon on the
same day which NASA had kept in
wraps until recently. This was
revealed by none other than the
second man to walk on the moon -
Buzz Aldrin himself in his books and
interviews later.

After Apollo 11 Eagle
Lunar Module successfully landed
on the moon, Astronauts Neil
Armstrong and Edwin Buzz Aldrin
had to wait for the cooling period of
more than an hour for the door of
their lunar lander to open and step
on to ‘the unknown surface of a
completely different world’. As
reported in ‘The Guardian’ of 13 th
September 2012, ‘before Arms-
trong stepped out of the lunar
module, Aldrin took out a small bag
which he had stowed in his Space
Suit pocket. It contained a small
silver chalice, a plastic vial of wine
and a small piece of bread ( wafer
used for Holy Communion). He had
brought them to the moon from
Webster Presbyterian Church near
Houston, where he was an elder.
Aldrin had received permission
from the Presbyterian Church’s
general assembly to carry the
elements and to administer it to
himself ' . In his book ‘Magnificent
Desolation’, he shares the message
he then radioed to NASA: he said,
“I would like to request a few
moments of silence........ and to
invite each person listening in,
wherever and whomever they may
be, to pause for a moment and
contemplate the events of the past
few hours, and to give thanks in his
or her own way”. He then took out
a card in which he had written down
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the Scripture portion from the gospel
according to John chapter 15 vs.5,
and had brought with him. He then
slowly read the words, “ | am the vine,
you are the branches. Whoever
abides in Me, and | in him, bears
much fruit; for without Me you can do
nothing”. He then ate and drank the
elements.

In an article of a 1970 copy
of Guideposts magazine cited in The
Guardian, Aldrin himself described
the event as follows: “ | poured the
wine into the chalice our church had
given me. In the one- sixth gravity
of the moon the wine curled slowly
and gracefully up the side of the cup.
It was interesting to think that the very
first liquid ever poured on the moon,
and the first food eaten there, were
Communion elements”. Armstrong
looked on quietly but did not
participate because he was a deist
(a follower of the movement or
system of thought/ belief, advocating
natural religion emphasizing morality
but denying the interference of the
Creator with the laws of the Universe
— Merriam-Webster dictionary).

Why NASA kept the news of this
Holy Communion in wraps?

Matthew Cresswell, in his
article ‘How Buzz Aldrin’s
Communion on the moon was
hushed up’ ( The Guardian, 13



September 2012), states that the
story of the secret communion only
emerged after the mission. Aldrin
had originally planned to share the
event with the world over the radio.
However, at the time NASA was still
reeling from a Lawsuit filed by the
firebrand atheist Madalyn Murray O’
Hair, resulting in the ceremony
never being broadcast. O’ Hair, the
founder of American Atheists
Movement, and self titled “ most
hated woman in America” had taken
on NASA, as well as many other
public organisations. Most
famously, she successfully fought
Mandatory School Prayer and Bible
recitation in US Public Schools.
Prior to the Apollo 11 mission, O’
Hair had sued NASA after Apollo 8
astronauts read from the Bible “ In
the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth”( Genesis
1:1), during a broadcast made on
Christmas Day 1968, when they
became the first humans to orbit the
moon. According to History.com.july
31,2018 (updated Sep 6,2019),
though O Hair’s case was ultimately
dismissed, it left an impression on
NASA officials, who worried that any
overtly religious display might open
up the agency to another lawsuit.
So when Aldrin told the Flight Crew
Operation Manager about his plans
to broadcast his Communion
Service, the manager told him to go
ahead and have Communion, but
“keep your comments more
general”. So he kept the ceremony
low-key and, out of respect for the
debate over religion on the moon,
kept the ceremony confined to the
spacecraft and not the surface of
the moon.

Buzz Aldrin is the only
surviving astronaut of the Apollo 11
mission who walked on the moon.
Aldrin spoke and wrote about the
experience later in life. He once
said, “ But at the time | could think
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of no better way to acknowledge
the Apollo 11 experience than by
giving thanks to God". According to
the ‘Daily Mail’ of July 21,2013.
former astronaut Edwin Buzz Aldrin
may have been the second man to
walk on the moon, but he was the
first-and only- person to celebrate
Holy Communion on it. Not only
that, on their return voyage from the
moon to the earth, Aldrin read
aloud Psalm 8 verses 3 & 4 which
reads, “When | consider thy
heavens, the work of thy fingers,
the moon and the stars, which thou
have ordained, what is man that
thou art mindful of him? and the
son of man that thou visit him 2.
He had read out these verses from
a handwritten card in which he had
written them and carried it with him
to the moon.

The communion bag and chalice used
by Buzz Aldrin during his lunar
communion. (Credit: David Frohman,
President of Peachstate Historical
Consulting, Inc.)

David Frohman, President of
Peachstate Historical Consulting, Inc.

The first Celestial Communion
celebrated by Aldrin is still
remembered and celebrated
annually as “Lunar Communion
Sunday” every July at Webster
Presbyterian Church. Pastor Helen
DelLeon is reported to have said to
Matthew Cresswell that they replay
the tape of Aldrin on the moon and
recite Psalm 8 on that day. The
Church still holds the chalice that
Aldrin brought back with him. Judy
Allton, a geologist and historian of
Webster Presbyterian Church,
showed Cresswell a paper,
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reportedly presented at a NASA
Conference, arguing that
Communion could be an essential
part of future manned space travel,
which could “ reinforce the home
link”.

What is the lesson for us? :

| think Aldrin remembered
Psalm 116 vs.12 & 13 where in the
Psalmist proclaims “What shall |
render to the Lord for all His benefits
toward me? | will take up the cup of
salvation and call upon the name of
the Lord” that prompted him to do
so. As we have read, he radioed to
his NASA Command Station on
earth and requested them to
“observe a moment of silence and
to give thanks in his or her own
way”. But for Aldrin, he thought it
wise to give thanks to the Lord for

A handwritten card containing a Bible

verse that Buzz Aldrin planned to

broadcast back to Earth during a lunar

Holy Communion service, featured in

a space-related auction in Dallas,

Texas, 2007. (Credit: LM Otero/AP

Photo)
what he had done for him in the
most befitting manner by
celebrating a Celestial Holy
Communion. What a powerful way
of witnessing ! Can we also take a
leaf out of Aldrin’s book and
remember to glorify our Lord and
Creator as He is worthy of all glory.
“ Great is the Lord, and greatly to
be praised and His greatness is
unsearchable. One generation shall
praise Your works to another and
shall declare Your mighty
acts”(Psalm 145:3,4). “ Oh give
thanks to the Lord, for He is good !
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For His mercy endures forever”
(Psalm 118:1).

The pathetic end of O’Hair: It
would be unfair of me if | don't
mention about what happened to
Madalyn Murray O’Hair, because of
whom NASA hushed up the first
Lunar Communion. As reported in
‘The Guardian’, she disappeared in
1995 along with her son Jon and
grand daughter Robin Murray. After
a long search, Police found their
dismembered and charred bodies
in a field. Authorities believe that
David Waters, a former employee
of O’ Hair, masterminded a plot to
rob and murder O’ Hair. Her ‘born-

again’ son, William Murray, who lost
not only his mother but also his
brother and daughter, mourns his
family but believes his mother was
pumped up by her own hype and
evil. In a statement given in 1999,
he said, “ she honestly believed she
had single - handedly removed
prayer from schools in America. She
honestly believed she had liberated
America sexually”.

In this context, we cannot
but remember the words of Psalm
1vs 6 “For the Lord knows the way
of the righteous, but the way of the
ungodly shall perish”, and Psalm 2:
vs 1-4 “Why do the nations rage,

and the people plot a vain thing.....
He who sits in the heavens shall
laugh; the Lord shall hold them in
derision”.

All glory to God Almighty.
“Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ”.(Ephesians 1:3).

Before | end, | take this
opportunity to thank Rev.
Verghese P. Joseph, Presbyter,
CSI Christ Church, Elamkulam for
kindling the spark in me to write
on this subject.

Matrimenial

M.ag)T0.0ag). @YU 27 AU 7, 169 OTV.2L, BB WAl RIAUMEHIOL.
GRoLIWB88 WQNEHBIOS AOMIail®OBHSIG3 MIaMYo AIlAINa0IEEIN 2 IM U3
SHEMIBH)aN).

NINWE |CSENE nmI@ : 9446305876

M.ag)n0.0ah).@)Q1001, 38 AW 7, 179 cm @00 aile3uoom @R0eil site supervisor (Robert Constructions

UAE). @PoM)CWIRI00W ®AUM]HS8)0S 20®0aillmosnslod mlan)o

SHEMIH6)aN).

QlQ12a00GLID 21N HHUB

MINLHa|GSeNS MmmIA : 9188141056, 9497340855

mIm20@] enavImm ©21Q)am 35/176. MUl.ag)aV.eag). @iai0al, BA. @rm)cwonioow
WUDNB8)0S 20898163 MM  AllAI0a0IGRIN2AIMEUE SHEMIEH)aM).
MINLHa|GSeNS MA@ : 9562662125, 9037382640

CSI Parents invite proposals for their daughter age 27, height 165 cm., fair, Post Graduation in HR and
Public Relations from Canada, presently working in an MNC at Toronto (Canada); awaiting for PR
preferably, boy from CSI, Marthoma, Evangelical who are working in Canada.

M4marry 4916222, Chavara Martimony no: CEKM600269

Contact No. : 9447231363/9562282848

V). ag)MS.0ag). UG, 28 AU® , 153 cm oo (C.M.A.- U.S.A., Working as a Senior Associate, M.N.C. at

Banglore) ®GRM)EGWIRLO0W VIAUIGHB)OS RNOMVaill®oeOEI@3 MIam)o

AU D)),

QilQI2a09GRID 21N B> U3

MW |GS6NE mau@ : 9895293963 / 8078070276

6:02fl18 22000flsals: (2)08 OO CHOB) TVERIA(@o 25




HORNS OF A TRUE BELIEVER

Psalms 89:24 - But my
faithfulness and my mercy shall be
with him, and in my name shall his
horn be exalted. Our Lord may take
us through sufferings, Financial crisis,
tribulations etc. All because He wants
to raise you Consider all past bitter
experience were to frame you for a
prosperous future covetable and
known to our Lord. They are given -
“Horns of Blessings”.

1. Risen Horn : Psalms 75:10 - All
the horns of the wicked also will | cut
off; but the horns of the righteous shall
be exalted. In the Holy Bible we see
that the horn of a particular person
was raised in Deuteronomy 33:17 -
“His glory is like the firstling of his
bullock, and his horns are like horns
of Unicorns; with them he shall push
the people together to the ends of the
earth (and they are ten thousands of
Ephraim and thousands of Mana-
sseh)”. Joseph was taken through
several tribulations, but he stood
firmly and politely accepting and
facing God’s will desire. Joseph
maintained righteousness throughout
his life pleasing God and heaven in
every sphere. When we yield to
God’s will patiently and prayerfully, our
horns will be raised from heaven
above at appropriate time. Dear
brothers and sister, things impossible
in our minds shall experience
possible in our day to day life. Your
truthful commitment will guide you in
the right path and make you
righteous.

2. Respected Horn : Psalms 132:17-
There will make the horn of David to
bud; | have ordained a lamp for mine
anointed. God respectfully filled
David’s horn to the surprise of every
one around. In 1Samuel 16:1-13, we
read, even the parents and brothers
forgot David completely. David was
far way. He is being sought and
brought. A great offering was
performed in his house through
Samuel for which also he was not
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called. But Joseph had a very
special invitation from God directly.
God came down for David and
instructed to a prophet to fill oil in
his horn and anoint David as desired
from heaven in the presence of his
brothers. David’s horn was filled with
respect. You know why? Because,
in any circumstance in life, good or
bad, happiness or sorrow, curse or
blessings - David stood for God and
with God, glorifying and praising him
always with no complaints or
murmouring. Itis certain that God will
raise our horns too, fully anointed
with all respect, happiness and
peace even in the midst of those
stood against us and reproached us.
3. Solid and Secured Horn : Micah
4:13 - Arise and thresh, O daughter
of Zion,; for | will make thine horniron
and | will make they hoofs brass: and
thou shall beat in pieces many
people; and | will consecrate their
gain unto the Lord, and their
substance unto the Lord of the
whole earth. Hanna prays in 1
Samuel 2:1- My heart rejoiceth in the
Lord, mine horn is exalted in the
Lord; my mouth is enlarged over
mine enemies, because | rejoice in
thy salvation. Hanna stood trusting
and depending on God in the midst
of all her miseries and reproaches.
She shared and poured all her
feelings unto the Lord's feet only. In
return, God made her horn solid and
secured. Hanna was a barren lady
initially. But when God blessed her,
she could give birth to five children
apart from Samuel. This is God’s
way of blessings.

Dear brothers and sisters
always have the hope that our God
is all the time with us to lead and
guide us in the right path showering
blessings. We only need to
surrender, fully unto Him to make us
useful weapons pleasing God and
heaven. Be a true witness to win and
earn many unto His kingdom being

Thomas Dan

Palakkad
9447533978

systematic and pure in our thoughts,
words and deeds.

Read the Bible, understand
the Bible, speak the Bible, meditate
and pray. Spend time in the presence
of God. Have a “quiet time” to speak
to Him and listen to Him as well.
Open all your problems and
difficulties with confidence that we
have a God listening and answering
our prayers. He will have mercy upon
you, He will bless you. Do not worry
about anything because we have
entrusted all our problems to the
“Authority” who can solve them in
most appealing manner.

Let David’s confidence be
our courage in life. 2 Samuel 22:3 -
The God of my rock; in Him will I trust,
He is my shield, and the horn of my
salvation, my high tower and my
refuge, my savior, thou savest me
from violence. In Psalms 18:2 again
we read, The Lord is my rock, and
my fortress, and my deliverer, my
God, my strength in whom | will trust,
my buckler, and the horn of my
salvation, and my high tower. If God
be with us, nothing can be against
us.

Dear brothers and sisters,
lead a confident life Trusting in Jesus
all the time. Spend time in His
presence reading and meditating the
word of God, singing and praising
Him, sharing and disclosing all your
needs with tearful prayers ensuring
total surrender unto His feet.

He will raise your horn. He
will respect your horn. He will keep
your horns solid and secured. With
no speck of doubt God will certainly
bless you from His abundance,
affluence and riches in heaven. May
the Holy spirit keep you safe and
secured under His mighty wings for
ever, Amen.
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Christian Parenting in a
Pluralistic World

1. Introduction

Parenting is the process of
promoting and supporting physical,
emotional, social, intellectual and
spiritual development of a child from
infancy to adulthood. It refers to the
activity of raising a child more than
the biological relationship. As a
parent, raising the children is one’s
most important and significant job
in the World. Recent researchers in
the pluralistic context, tell us that
what is important is to think about
the type of parent one want to be.
As well as parenting is not
necessarily a natural skill. Each and
every parent must learn to ‘parent’
their children in the modern
pluralistic world. On the other hand,
most of Christian parent dream of
rearing their children in faith in the
midst of pluralistic world-view. They
would like to see their children grow
to the fullness of their Christian
potential and contribute creatively to
society. Many succeed in doing this
effectively and other stumble as well
as wonder what went wrong.

This issue deals with
issues of Christian Parenting in a
Pluralistic World.

2.The Significance of Creating a
Bond:

Conceiving is not only a
biological process but an emotional
and spiritual process as well. At the
biological level the sexual union of
the male and the female result in
conception. However, the emoti-
onal response to conception
could vary from excitement to
range ?7?. If the couple is longing

Rev. Dn. Renju Varghese Mathew
CSI St. Johns Church, Chalakudy

for a child as fruit of their union in
Christ conception would lead to
praise and thanks to God. However,
there are many situation in modern
pluralistic world where conception
is either unexpected or unwanted.
In cases, when the parents believe
that pregnancy would be a block to
their pleasure of living there would
be negative emotion to the unborn
child. So, it is the sacred
responsibility of Christian parents in
modern pluralistic world to make
sure that at the deepest level of their
hearts and minds there is eager
anticipation of the child and that
they entertain positive emotion to
pregnancy.

Positive emotions in the
minds of the man and women to the
unborn Child have a very significant
effect on the physical, emotional
and spiritual well-being of the child.
This is substantiated by many
studies. By bringing a child into this
world the couple is participating in
the creative activity of God. They
are bringing into being a person
bearing the image of God. This is a
great honor, God has bestowed on
humans. Christian parents are
therefore obliged to thank God for
the pregnancy and pray for the
anticipated child.

When one or both parents
become aware that they are
entertaining negative thoughts and
feelings towards the foetus they
need to be honest enough to admit
those feelings. They need to share
this honesty with each other and
with God in prayer. Through such
sharing they have the possibility of

6:02fl18 22000flsals: (2)08 OO CHOB) TVERIA(@o 27

processing or finishing with their
negative thoughts and feelings. It
is no good to ignore this negative
part and pretend that it does not
exist. It is only when such thoughts
are owned, shared and processed
that we have victory over them and
the possibility of experiencing
positive thoughts and feelings are
opened up.

It is as the couple
experience genuinely positive
thoughts and feelings and are able
to praise and thank God for the
pregnancy that a bond of affection
is created between the couple and
the fetus. This bond, a positive
bond, is the corner stone of blessed
and effective Christian parenting.

3. Bonding in Childhood

The positive bond created
during the pre-natal period needs
to continue in infancy. This is
accomplished by tender physical
contact between the child and both
parents. The mother is to hold the
child close to the body while
feeding the infant. It serves the twin
purpose of ensuring food for the
baby and enabling the infant to
experience the mother through
warm physical contact. The father
should also hold the child
frequently. Both the parents are
also to be responsive to the cry of
the child. The only way a child can
communicate with the outside
world is through crying. When the
child experience appropriate loving
care in response to the cry the child
is assured that he/she is in a



hospitable world and is a wanted
person. On the other hand when the
cry is consistently ignored, the infant
experiences the world, as not
hospitable and feels that he/she is
unwanted. So, parenting is most
crucial with respect to the
development of a child’s personality.
The family environment and the
parenting style followed by the
parent could have an influence on
the child. Thus, a child that does not
receive proper parenting may not
have the best life possible.

Obviously no parents can
be responsive positively all the time
towards the children. This is not
necessary. In fact for the healthy
growing up of the child it is good for
the child to experience some degree
of frustration from parents and
others in the environment. This helps
the children to tolerate frustration. A
reasonable ability to tolerate
frustration is vital for human
adjustment and survival. For
example children who are picked up
every time when they cry are
deprived of the chance to experience
frustration and live with it. However,
the child’s predominant experience
needs to be that of positive loving
response from parents. When this
is provided consistently, the child
learns to be attached to the parents.
To put things concisely, a child
needs to experience the environ-
ment predominantly as trustworthy
and caring. Some degree of
frustration is not only permissible but
conducive to healthy development.
When parents provide such a caring
and trustworthy environment to the
child they are building on the sound
foundation laid during the childhood
period.

During infancy and
childhood parents need to ask
themselves what emotions they hold
within them towards the child. For
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various reasons parents might
experience negative feelings.
There is nothing to be frightened
about these feelings. The important
things as Christian parents is to
be aware of these feelings, take
these feeling to God, say good-bye
to these feelings and accept the
child unconditionally as your
precious and special child.

As Christian parents the
blocks within should be dismantled
and parents should be liberated to
love one’s own children and enjoy
loving them. Due to which there will
be safe and secure bonding
between parents and kids. That
bond is the foundation on which
faith in God and trust in humans
will be built in them in later years.

4. Guidance and Care in
Childhood

When children go past their
first birthday, parenting becomes
more of a challenge. In the first
place children are now able to walk
around and are mobile. Their
mobility enables children to do
many things, which parents do not
desire. So, children need some
degree of guidance and control in
their actions and emotional
expressions. They also need a lot
of affirmation and encouragement.

4.1. Affirming the Child’s Body

At the level of bodily
affirmation, children need
unambiguous message from
parents that they are happy with the
child’s bodily looks and strength.
As children begin to use their
physical skills it is important that
parents encourage the physical
skills. Children walk, run, throw and
climb as they grow in the mastery
of their own bodies. As they employ
these physical skills parents need
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to stay by and offer appreciative
comments.

Parents need to offer
appreciative comments about facial
features, the colour of the eye, the
shape of their nose, ear etc. These
are all varying ways of letting the
child know they are physically liked
and approved. These comments
need to be genuine. They are not
‘techniques’ with an air of artificiality.
Children intuitively known when
parent pretend. Parental comments
offered in genuinely does more
damage than good. On the contrary
genuine affirmation on the body in
childhood contributes a great deal
to the building up of self-confidence.

4.2. Affirming the Child’'s Compe-
tence

In addition to affirming the
body children need to be affirmed
for their competence. This would
involve acknowledging their
intellectual ability and skills in doing
things. As children advance in age
they develop their thinking ability to
do things skillfully. In our culture
these would be manifested in their
academic performance and in the
ability to help parents in running the
home. Both boys and girls show their
ability in ‘solving problem’ which are
expressions of their intellectual
ability. Parents need to watch
children and appreciate them for
these interest and skills.

In the present competitive
and pluralistic world many of these
interest of these natural skills and
interest of the child go unnoticed and
parents focus excessively on the
school performance even from pre-
school years. In their anxiety,
parents often end up repeatedly
noticing deficits and inadequacies.
These send an indirect message
“you are not good enough”. Parents
need to deal with their over anxiety
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and be free from it. Then only parents
will observe the positive side of the
child and affirm them.

4.3. Affirming the Child’s Social
Skills

Children also deserve to be
affirmed for their social skills. When
social skills are demanded from
children at home or in the society
and when they do it they need to be
appreciated. When children play with
other children, fight with them and
then become friendly again. This is
their normal pattern. They need to
be appreciated for their ability to get
along well with elders and peers. It
is as they are affirmed in these areas
that they grow into self-confidence
and come to feel good about
themselves.

5. Parenting Style

The above discussion on
the various issues of guidance and
care in parenting leads us to the
various explanation of parenting
style and its effects. The knowledge
of these styles shows light on each
one’s behavior as parent. These are
some potential causes for
differences in parenting style. That
may include culture, personality,
family-size, parental background,
socio-economic status, educational
level and religion. It is sure that in
each and every family, both parents
have their own style of parenting. In
order to create a cohesive approach
to parenting, it is essential that
parents learn to cooperate as they
combine various elements of their
unique parenting styles. There are
mainly four types of parenting style
which are defined and accepted:

5.1. Authoritarian Parenting Style:

The parent is demanding
but not responsive. In this style of
parenting children are expected to
follow the strict rules established by

the parents. In this style of
parenting children are expected to
follow the strict rules established by
the parents. In this style there is
little open dialogue between
parents and child. Failure to follow
such rules usually results in
punishment. Authoritarian parents
fail to explain the reasoning behind
these rules. These parents have
high demands but are not
responsive to their children. Since
demands are pushed too forcefully
upon the child, there is a possibility
of breakdown, rebel or runaway of
children. According to Baumrind,
these parents are ‘obedient and
status oriented’ and expect their
orders to be obeyed without
explanation.

5.2. Authoritative Parenting
Style:

In this parenting style, the
parent is demanding and
responsive. This parenting style is
much more democratic and
balanced. It is characterized by a
child centered approach that holds
high expectation on maturity. They
establish rules and guidelines that
their children are expected to
follow. They are responsive to their
children and willing to listen to
guestions. Authoritative parents
can understand their children’s
feeling and teach them how to
regulate them. When children are
failing to meet the expectations,
they are more nurturing and
forgiving rather than punishing.
When punishing a child, the parent
will explain his/her motive for their
punishment. Their punishment are
measured and consistent in
discipline, not harsh or arbitrary.

According to Baumrind,
these parents monitor and impart
clear standards for their children’s
conduct. They are assertive, but
not intrusive and restrictive. Their
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disciplinary methods are supportive,
rather than punitive. They want their
children to be assertive, as well as
socially responsible, and self-
regulated as well as co-operative.

5.3. Permissive Parenting Style

In this permissive parenting
style, parents are responsive and
pose very few demands to their
children. These parents rarely
discipline their children because
they have relatively low expectation
of maturity and self-control.
According to Baumrind, permissive
parents are ‘more responsive than
demanding. They are non-traditio-
nal and lenient, do not have matured
behavior, allow considerable self-
regulation and avoid confrontation’.
Permissive parents are generally
nurturing and communicative with
their children, often taking on the
status of a friend more than that of
a parent.

5.4. Neglectful Parenting

The parent is neither
demanding nor responsive. Neglec-
tful Parenting is also called
uninvolved, detached or dismissive
or hand-off. An uninvolved parenting
style is characterized by a few
demands, low responsiveness and
littte communication. While these
parents fulfill the child’s basic needs,
they are generally detached from
their child’s life, dismissing the
child’s emotion and opinions and
emotionally unsupportive of their
children. In extreme cases, these
parents may even reject or neglect
the needs of their children.

6. Impact of Parenting Style

Many of the researchers
have conducted numerous studies
on the impact of parenting styles
and have arrived at a number of
conclusions. In a nutshell we
conclude the impact as follows:



4 Authoritarian parenting style
generally leads to children who are
obedient and skilled, but they rank
lower in happiness, social
competence and self-esteem.

4 Authoritative parenting style
tends to result in children who are
happy, capable and successful.
However, in a socio-religious context
like Indian community the
authoritative parenting is ineffective
because society and religion plays
an important role in nurturing the
child.

4 Permissive parenting often result
in children who rank low in
happiness and self-regulation.
These children are more likely to
experience problems with authority
and tend to perform poorly in school.

4 Uninvolved parenting style ranks
lowest across all life domains. These
children tend to lack self-control,
have low self-esteem. And are less
competent than their peers.

However, the parenting
style is the result of the action
parents used for controlling the
behavior of the child according to
their expectations. So, focus of
secular parenting style is discipline
not guidance, care and nurturing
which is embedded in Christian
parenting.

7. Christian Nurturing

Christian family providing a
secure environment is the corner
stone for faith in God and Christian
nurturing. Faith in God and Christian
nurturing has a primary dimension
of trusting. Trust becomes natural
when the child has the primary
experience that world may be
trusted. When parents behave in
unpredictable ways the possibility
for trust is diminished. However, in
a Christian family the trustworthy
environment needs to maintained.

alsleel dli@o mRIZM0

Within a trustworthy environment
the child needs participation in the
spiritual culture of the family. The
child needs a part in family prayers
appropriate to the age of the child.
Children can sing even before they
can read. As soon as they can read
they may be encouraged to read
the Bible. They may also be
provided bibles with pictures. These
help to create an emotional bond
between the child and the Bible.

Children also need to be
taken regularly to the Church. By
being exposed to the environment
of worship and Sunday School they
will learn to be comfortable in the
church and develop an attachment
to the symbols of worship and
Christian faith. In and through these
activities they will develop their
attachment to God.

In the Christian family
there needs to be a culture of grace.
The law and the gospel are pillars
of Christian faith and Christian
nurturing in plurality context. The
law reveals the will of God and
gospel speaks of the grace of God
to humans who may not always live
up to the demands of the law. It is
this grace that makes forgiveness
possible. Children need to learn the
‘law’ from the family and also
experience ‘grace’ from the same
family. In other words parents need
to demand responsible and
appropriate beliefs and behavior
from children and be forgiving when
they breach the law. Children need
to see parents being genuine and
forgiving with each other and in
relation to the children.

During pre-adolescent
and adolescent years children may
be given the biographies of great
Christians down the centuries. How
men and women of faith have lived
and witnessed in ages past is an
important piece of Christian
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education. Through their lives the
spirit of God speaks and challenges
children.

Children also need to be
part of a family that is compassi-
onate to the world outside. How
God’s people relate to the world is
an important aspect of Christian faith
and a central issue in Christian
education and Christian nurturing in
a pluralistic world. Therefore
children need to see parents
extending a compassionate hand to
those around. Then such a heart will
get internalized in the child and will
become part of the identity of the
child.

Christian nurturing should
help children to develop a discerning
mind with regard to the external
world. The external pluralist world
offers possibilities of growth and
development and the same pluralist
world also has many landmines
which could damage or destroy
young lives. Therefore, children
need information about media,
drugs, sex and organized forms of
crime and violence out in the
pluralist world. Appropriate
education will help children and
adolescent towards off dangers and
guide his/her ship to the port of
safety.

8. Conclusion

Raising children and being
good parents is tough and at same
time it is an art. At the same time
bringing them up in the knowledge
and love of God is a privilege. So,
Christian parents should develop an
effective Christian parenting style.
Usually parents act according to the
parenting style that they
experienced and owned from their
own parents in order to attain their
expectations. However, parents are
not aware about its ill-effect and
does not want act differently. This is
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due to the lack of knowledge,
experience and practical skills about
effective Christian parenting. So,
church should make its congre-
gation aware about effective ways
of Christian parenting.

Christian parents should
have the awareness that children
have possibility to become good or
bad according to how they are
treated and kind of experiences they
have from the family. Through
Christian care and nurturing parents
should give the message to the
children that ‘you are O.K, but
correct your behavior’. By this child
is made to correct judgment about
right and wrong and help him/her in
internalization of Christian values
and ethos.

The role of Christian
parents is that of ‘provider,
protector, and facilitator’ not only of
‘controller or teacher or preparer of
life’. So, parents should have the
fundamental trust in the goodness
of the children. Every child’s true
nature is good, loving, affectionate
and joyfully responsive to gentle
and caring treatment. So, Christian
parents need to give gentle and
caring treatment to the child.

Christian parents should
be able to practice open
communication with the child right
from the very beginning which is the
key to understanding and getting
along well with the child. Then
parents are able to monitor child’s
contact with his/her surrounding
world and able to mentor your child

to support and encourage desired
behavior.

Christian parenting and
nurturing in a pluralistic world would
help in guiding the parents and
children in wide variety of pluralistic
situations. Christian nurturing would
help parents and children to get
alone in a healthy manner. This
allows both children and parents to
learn from their own mistakes and
experiences and from the
consequences of his/her decisions
with the grace of God. So, effective
Christian parenting would help
children and parents to control their
own behavior, increase the self-
esteem and sets good example of
effective way of solving problem.
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under RPWD (Right of persons with
Disabilities) Act 2016 are :
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2. Low Vision
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for hearing)

5. Locomotor disability

6. Dwarfism

7. Intellectual disability

8. Mental lliness

9. Autism spectrum disorder

10. Cerebral Palsy

11. Muscular dystrophy

12. Chronic neurological conditions
13. Specific Learning disabilities
14. Multiple Sclerosis

15. Speech and language disability
16. Thalassemia
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18. Sickle cell anemia

19. Multiple disabilities including deaf -
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The Church of South India
Celebrates her platinum jubilee this
year. CSI| was formed on the basis
of the following points enunciated
in the Chicago - Lambeth
Quadrilateral: All the churches had
to adopt these principles for their
unity and ministerial witness. The 4
basic principles adopted were.
1. The Holy Scripture of the Old
and the New Testaments as
containing all things necessary to
salvation and as being the rule and
ultimate standard of faith. 2. The
Apostles’ Creed as the Baptismal

asleal d@o MR

Symbol and the Nicene Creed as
sufficient statement of the Christian
faith. 3.The two sacraments,
ordained by Christ Himself —
Baptism and the Supper of the Lord
— ministered with the unfailing use
of Christ’s words of Institution and
elements ordained by Him. 4. The
Historic Episcopate, locally
adapted in the methods of its
administration. The Church of
South India union ceremony was
held at the St George’s Cathedral,
then Madras on 27 September
1947, and the inaugural service
was presided by late Bishop C. K.
Jacob, of the Anglican diocese of
Travancore and Cochin.

The CSl logo is often described as
the ‘Burning Cross’ which includes
the image of a Cross s
superimposed on a stylized Lotus
flower in a white backdrop; around
which the motto and name of the
Church, is embossed. It was
designed by Prof.J. Vasanthan of
the American College, Madurai.
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The cross becomes the Centre and
the foundation of the church. And
its four arms of equal length
propagate the great Sacrificial
death vicarious for the whole
humanity. The Cross runs through
the lotus flower depicts the
cleansing act of the cross, that
symbolizes the cultural and
indigenous diversity that is
embraced by the church. The Lotus
petals portray the fiery split tongues
of the Holy Spirit and has become
an authentic expression of people’s
communion with God. It's a call to
be united and uniting. It is also a
prayer for national integration and
unity, transcending all the barriers
and overcoming the difficulties that
come on the way. Living and
working together with a sense of
mission is an art, which the church
has mastered through its humble,
dedicated and spirit led leadership.

Let's seek the grace and blessings
on our church as we all together
witness in this land with the faith
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and order of this great and vibrant
church.

The Worship life

Lock Down in Victoria has again
disrupted the regular and face to
face gatherings and we had to stick
on to online streaming. But this has
to be adopted as an alternative for
the church ministries and keep the
momentum of the congregation and
administer ministerial
requirements. New faces have
started joining this online platform
and many more are regularly
watching our worship services. 75"
Independence Day of India fell on
Sunday the 15" August and there
was special emphasis on the
communal harmony and special
prayers for India during the service.

Rev. Kurian Peter on behalf of the
MCSI spoke the words of
condolences on the occasion and

Mr. James Rajesh also participated
in the meeting. Thanks to Rev.Fr.
Sam Baby for the invitation

SUNDAY SERVIER

A atesaming
" *oReRy

The Combined Service
was held on 29" August and we had
Bishop Paul Barkers’s recorded
sermon during the service.

Memorial Prayer - Orthodox
Church : The CSI and other
ecumenical churches were invited
to join thanksgiving prayer with the
St. George Orthodox Syrian
Church, in memory of late
Catholicos of the East and the
Metropolitan of the Malankara
Syrian Orthodox Church, His
Holiness Baselios Mar Paulose II.
The Anglican Arch Bishop Most
Reverend Philip Freier was present
and spoke during the meeting.

extended to be a part of this
gathering.

Election of the new Pastorate
Committee: Since the tenure of the
membership in the Pastorate
committee is for four years, three
of the already existing members will
continue and there were five new
nominations which was proposed
and seconded during the General
Body meeting. The AGM elected
new members to the MCSI
Pastorate committee and they are

Mr. Anand Varghese (Vice
President) Mr. Manoj David
Kalarikkal( Warden), Mr. Justin

6:02fl18 22000flsals: (2)08 OO CHOB) TVERIA(@o 41

Israel (Warden) Mrs. Rinju

Abraham, Mr. Robin Varghese, Mr.
Jupin Thomas Cherian,

Mrs.

Dhanya Rajesh & Mr. Sunish
Varghese. They will have a
dedication prayer during the

V

forthcoming Sunday service. The
new Secretary and Treasurer for
MCSI will be chosen appointed
soon.

We congratulate them all
and pray that God will mightily use
them for the extention of God’s
kingdom and for the able and
blessed leadership in the church.
Lets pray for the smooth functioning
of the committees and | request your
prayers and cooperation to carryon
the diverse ministerial needs of the
Church.
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. 23.01.1924 - 12.08.2010.  10.09.1922-26.08.2021
s Pakidapparambil House £
Mission Quarters, Thrissur

"9 tave fought good fight. 7 bave finished the nace.
7 thave beptthe faith: (2 Thimothy 4:7)




COCHIN SABHAMITHRAM

FOND REMEMBERENCE
"0nly remembered, only remembered,
Only remembered by what we have done;
Thus would we pass from the earth and its toiling,
Only remembered by what we have done." -Horatius Bona
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Born :15.07.1941 Died 07.10.2020

Mrs.Dr.Aleyamma Joseph M.D

A year has passed by as we fondly remember Leelamma each day for being
a compassionate human being, a loving wife, a great mother, and a faithful servant
to God. She was extremely Christ-centric and was very fond of music and singing
in the choir. Even through her busy professional life, she ensured that she dedicated
the Lord's day for church and extended His ministry and love through her work.
With Love and fond memories,
Adv. PK Joseph
Swapna and Alex, Suma and Biji, Sujith and Jeny
Atulya, Esther, Adarsh, Ethan, Jonathan & Jeremiah.
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